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Colombia. By Phanor James Eder. London, T. Fisher 
Unwin, 1913. — xxiv, 312 pp. 

Ecuador. Its Ancient and Modern History, Topography and 
Natural Resources, Industries and Social Development. By G. 
Reginald Enock. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1914. — 
375 PP- 

Bolivia: Its People and its Resources, its Railways, Mines and 
Rubber-Forests. By Paul Walle. Translated by Bernard Miall. 
New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1913. — 407 pp. 

The reputation of the South American Series, to which the three 
volumes under consideration belong, has become of the sort that at- 
taches to "standard authorities" in English within the limits of the 
field of description chosen. This field is primarily economic in charac- 
ter, one inviting an examination of not much more than the possibili- 
ties of material development. To the business man such books are quite 
indispensable ; to the reader interested in phases of life and thought 
not concerned wholly with producing, buying, selling and carrying 
articles of trade, they bring a measure of disappointment. 

Regardless of their individual merits or demerits, however, these 
particular examples of the series in question illustrate a defect that is 
noticeable in all of the volumes that have appeared since 1910 — the 
lack of supervision that would have been supplied by a competent editor 
to succeed the late Martin Hume. While there is no reason to adopt 
a procrustean policy of treatment and there is every reason why each 
country should be differentiated, so far as necessary, from its fellows, 
in the interests of a fair amount of orderliness and uniformity it would 
seem desirable to have the mode of handling the main topics at least 
follow some kind of a common plan. A general editor, also, might 
have selected his authors, in certain cases, with greater regard to fit- 
ness than to availability. 

How the dominant purpose of the publishers of the series restrains 
the ability and the willingness of an individual author to deal compre- 
hensively with a given country is shown clearly enough in the case of 
Mr. Eder and his account of Colombia. The treatise provides an 
admirable description of just what the business man ought to know 
about that republic , and its story is told in the pleasing language of 
readableness. It is aptly illustrated, has two useful maps and possesses 
the especial merit of a good bibliography appended in topical form. Yet 
the reviewer , whose professional affiliations with commerce are scant, 
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but whose appetite has been whetted by the scholarly introduction, re- 
mains hungry when he turns the last page of the work. While not so 
full as it might be in depicting social and ethnic conditions, the volume 
serves better than do its companions in distinguishing the country 
under discussion from the other Latin- American states. It awakens a 
keen desire, furthermore, that the author may some day round out the 
study by converting what he has had to make the frame of his picture 
into the picture itself. 

Mr. Enock's contributions to contemporaneous literature on the 
Latin- American republics, and in particular to the present series, are 
so familiar that a characterization of any of his earlier works suffices to 
explain the form and content of what he has now written on Ecuador. 
An engineer by profession and a polygraph by inclination, he sets 
forth his impressions and opinions with a facility that is abundant and 
a profuseness of rhetoric that is a bit cloying. His book happens to 
be the only treatise in English on the subject which can lay claim to 
anything like elaborateness, and for that reason at least is of value. 
No bibliography is vouchsafed, and the only map is mediocre. The 
omission is singularly unfortunate in view of the fact that Ecuador is 
even less commonly known than Colombia. That in the footnotes the 
author has seen fit to make numerous allusions to his own productions 
is no compensation. 

M. Walk's book on Bolivia supplies an entertaining and instructive 
account of that republic. Well translated as it is, the work would 
have been more serviceable to English readers, perhaps, if the inter- 
pretation it offers had been conveyed by some one equally equipped 
but whose mother tongue was English. Four of the five maps are 
printed in French. No bibliography is given, despite a scarcity of 
knowledge about Bolivia which is second only to that about Ecuador. 

William R. Shepherd. 

TJ" Socialists and the War. Edited by WILLIAM ENGLISH 
Wali jng. New York, Henry Holt and Company, 1915 . — xii, 5 1 2 pp. 

It was Rosa Luxemburg, the militant Socialist, who recently declared 
that Marx and Lasalle had trained the German proletarian in order 
that von Hindenburg might lead him. Not less significant than the 
collapse of the peace movement was the moral breakdown of the 
German Social Democrats, who repudiated their very reason for exist- 
ence by entering the war against their " brother " workmen in Europe. 

Instead of merely stringing together a lot of naked documents, Mr. 



